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Faculty Updates 
�

Debora Liddell 
Deb reports that she is finishing her term as Past President of the Iowa Student Personnel Association.  She is excited to be  
teaching a new course on "College Student Learning, Cognitive & Moral Development".  She is also in the middle of a study of 
coaches of gifted high school athletes with Nick Colangelo and John Westefeld.  She's had some interesting conversations with 
coaches about spoiled athletes and the environmental and family issues that contribute to their behavior.  Still active as 
Contributing Editor of the Journal of College and Character, she continues to present and write on issues of character and moral 
development. Deb and John’s son, Chris, is a freshman at Iowa studying cinema and history. Their daughter Gina is a high school 
freshman this year.  There appears to be a lot of transition to study at her house! 
 

Ernest Pascarella 
Ernie is finishing up a study funded by the Lilly Endowment and the Center of Inquiry in the Liberal Arts at Wabash College 
looking at the effects of liberal arts colleges and liberal arts experiences on student outcomes.  The results of the study will be 
published in a monograph sponsored by the Association for the Study of Higher Education.  In October 2003 he received the 
"Outstanding Contributions to the Profession Award" from the Pennsylvania College Personnel Association, and in November 
2003 he received the "Howard R. Bowen Distinguished Career Award" from the Association for the Study of Higher Education. 
 
Recent Publications: 
Pascarella, E., Pierson, C. & Wolniak, G.  (2003) Influences on community college students' educational plans. Research in Higher         

Education, 44, 301-314. 
Pascarella, E. & Collins, J. (2003) Learning on-campus and learning at a distance: A randomized instructional experiment 

Research in Higher Education, 44, 315-326. 
 

 Sherry Watt 
Sherry is in her fourth year as an Assistant Professor in the SDP/SAAR program.  This past year Sherry has set up the Alliance for 
the Graduate Education and the Professoriate (AGEP) office in a suite of offices Van Allen on the U of I campus. The office 
houses three research assistants and an administrative assistant. AGEP is an externally funded grant from the National Science 
Foundation.  The purpose of the grant is to provide support program for graduate students of color in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics.  The program that Sherry designed includes a first and last year seminar class, a series of 
workshops, and social events for the students and faculty mentors.  The research project associated with the grant considers the 
role racial identity, research self-efficacy, and faculty student interactions plays in the retention and persistence of graduate 
students of color.  
 
In addition to this larger research project, Sherry is also working on research studies about multicultural competence of counselors-
in-training and spirituality development of college students. 
 
Sherry’s most recent publications: 
Watt, S.K., Howard-Hamilton, M., Fairchild, E. (In Press). An assessment of multicultural competence among resident advisors. 

Journal of College and University Student Housing. 
Watt, S.K. (January 2004). Come to the river: Using spirituality to cope, resist and develop identity. (Ed.), Howard-Hamilton, M. 

African American Women in Higher Education. San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.   
�

Elizabeth Whitt 
Elizabeth Whitt has served as SDP/SAAR Program Coordinator since 1997, and was promoted in June 2003 to the rank of 
Professor.  This semester – Spring 2004 – Liz is on ‘sabbatical’ for the first time in her 15 years as a faculty member!  During 
2003, she served on the search committee for The University of Iowa’s new Director of Residence Services.   In addition to her on-
campus responsibilities, Liz has spent much of the past 18 months on Project DEEP (Documenting Effective Educational 
Practice), a study funded by the Lumina Foundation for Education and administered at Indiana University.  Project DEEP 
examines the policies, practices, and programs of 20 colleges and universities identified as particularly effective based on their 
students’ scores on the National Survey of Student Engagement and student persistence.   She also continues her involvement with 
the Boyer Partnership Assessment Project (BPAP), a FIPSE-funded national study of exemplary partnerships between academic 
and student affairs. Three SAAR students, Becki Elkins-Nesheim, Melanie Guentzel, and Angela Kellogg, also are part of the 
BPAP research team.   
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First Row:  Allison Benbow, Emily Villhauer, Gwen Archibald, Sarah Park,  
Angie Kellogg (Ph.D.), Jackie Klein (Ph.D.) 
Second Row:  Cheree Rawlins, Christopher Stillwell, Sarah Hallas, Melanie Guentzel (Ph.D.) 
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Meet Our Soon-to-Be Grads 
                                                                      
Our second-year M.A. students are working their way towards graduation. We’re very proud of them and all of 
their hard work. We thought you might like to meet them. 
�
Gwendolyn Archibald:  Gwen attended the University of Iowa and graduated with a BA in English.  During her first year, Gwen 
worked as the Admissions and Outreach Assistant for The College of Engineering.  Currently, she serves as the Assistant Student 
Program Coordinator for Orientation Services.  In addition to her assistantships, Gwen completed a practicum in the Academic 
Advising Center, instructed The College Transition course, served as a group facilitator for the Career Center and presented at 
several conferences.  Gwen is currently searching for positions in Residence Life, but also is interested in Admissions, Orientation, 
Academic Advising, and/or Multicultural Affairs.  She is looking nationwide. 
 
Mary Elliott:  Mary came from Golden, Colorado to Iowa for her undergraduate degree, which she received from Cornell 
College, in Mt. Vernon, Iowa.   During the past two years she has worked at Health Iowa, the health education division of Student 
Health Services.  She also works at Kirkwood Community College, as the Resident Adviser to an apartment complex near 
Kirkwood.  Along with her assistantships, Mary completed two practica, one advising a hall government as part of the Residence 
Life Office at the University and the other at Cornell College working with the Assistant Dean of Students at Cornell participating 
in everything from discipline cases, to the planning of New Student Orientation.  Mary is currently searching for a position on a  
residence life staff or working with student activities.  Her search is opening up many different relocating possibilities; currently 
she is looking in Colorado, on both coasts, as well as the Midwest and even one southern state! 
 
Sarah Hallas:  Sarah is originally from Quincy, IL but has lived in Iowa City since the summer of 1999.  She attended Grinnell 
College in Grinnell, IA and graduated with a BA in sociology and an elementary education certificate in 1997.  While at the UI, 
Sarah has worked at the Belin Blank Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development, coordinating programs for gifted 
students of color and early entrance students.  Sarah also completed an advanced practicum at the Carver College of Medicine 
Office of Admissions working with recruitment of underrepresented minority students.  The following semester, Sarah had a 
practicum with the Iowa Biosciences Advantage Program, where she designed, implemented and evaluated monthly academic and 
professional development seminars for undergraduate classes of minority students majoring in the biosciences.  Outside of the 
University, Sarah also worked as a GLBTQ&A youth counselor at United Action for Youth, a local youth organization.  She is 
interested in a variety of positions and wants to work in a place that strongly values diversity and creativity and creates an 
inclusive, collaborative, and empowering environment.   
 
Michael D. Johnson: Mike came to the University of Iowa from Minnesota. His hometown is New Ulm and he completed his 
undergraduate degree in Earth Science/Biology at St. Cloud State University. While at UI, Mike has completed a teaching 
assistantship in the Education Technology Center and is currently working for the Department of Residence Life as the Graduate 
Assistant for University Apartments. He also completed a practicum with the Honors Program where he worked with 
programming and the coordination of the first-year mentoring program. Mike's areas of interest include; career counseling,  
academic advising, judicial affairs, and student programming.  He would like to work in the Upper Midwest and ideally in the 
Minneapolis/St.Paul metro area. 
 
Sarah Park:  Sarah hails from Goodlettsville/Nashville, Tennessee but came to the University of Iowa via Carlton College in 
Minnesota. While at Iowa Sarah has been the Graduate Assistant for Programming at the Tippie College of Business, where she 
has advised several student organizations. She also completed a practicum in the College of Public Health with the graduate 
program coordinator. Sarah is looking for a position in Residence Life or Student Activities in several specific cities including: Las 
Vegas, NV; Athens, GA; Atlanta, GA; Tallahassee, FL; Houston, TX; Dallas, TX; Los Angeles, CA; Stanford, CA; Salt Lake City, 
UT; Denver, CO. 
 
Tamie Whitmore: Tamie commutes to Iowa City from her home in Muscatine, IA. She has an undergraduate degree in 
Elementary Education from Iowa Wesleyan College. While at UIowa, Tamie has completed an internship in Academic and Career 
Advising at Muscatine Community College and a practicum at the Career Center at the University of Iowa. She is looking for a 
position in the Southeastern portion of Iowa or Western Illinois, particularly the Quad Cities area.��
�
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An old coach of mine once said, “You play like you practice.”  I’ve thought about this a lot as I look towards the end of this 
semester.  Being part of a graduate program is a lot like playing a team sport and practicing for the big game.  You have to work 
hard, keep motivated, and sometimes take an ibuprofen for the pain.  But you also have to keep in mind why you’re doing it in the 
first place—because you love it!  This year, the Graduate Student Development Association (GSDA) has prided itself on having 
terrific members of the SDP/SAAR team and we have provided many opportunities to practice our home runs, slam-dunks, and 
hard-core spikes.  We have worked to uphold our mission to provide educational, professional, social, and service-oriented 
programming to address our team needs and the needs of the greater community. 
 
We started off by conducting a needs assessment of members to chart our course for the year. From that information, we 
developed goals for the organization, and sub-committees to help plan events that support our mission and goals. The following is 
a sample of some of what we’ve done so far this year . . .  

• Organize the annual fall picnic. 
• Provided funding for members to attend the Iowa Student Personnel Association Conference (ISPA) in Des Moines. 
• Organized fundraising opportunities to help fund members attendance at upcoming national conferences such as ACPA 

and NASPA.   
• Held Diversity Dinner where we shared food from our family/cultural tradition. 
• Helped educate prospective students about the SDP/SAAR programs through a “Careers in Student Affairs” workshop 

and individual meetings. 
• Co-coordinated a Winter Bash with the Student Iowa School Counselor Association (SISCA) 
• Conducted a panel discussion on “Affirmative Action: What Does the Future Hold for Higher Ed?” 
• Volunteered for the Crisis Center’s Project Holiday, handing out dinners to those in need.  
• Enjoyed good food and company at the annual Spaghetti Dinner at Liz Whitt’s house. 
 

As you can see, we’ve been training hard, and we still have more warm-ups planned! We are looking forward to a very busy 
spring.  Many of us will also be making the trips out to Philadelphia and Denver for the ACPA and NASPA conferences and will 
receive funding from GSDA to help supplement conference costs. When we return, we will be busy with comps, job searches, and 
final papers and projects. To end the semester, GSDA will again hold our annual final banquet to reflect upon the year and 
celebrate our accomplishments and our SDP/SAAR community. 
 
And of course, we’ll continue to mark the success of the hall-of-fame members, past, present, and future!  If you would like to 
know more about GSDA, please contact Gwendolyn Archibald at gwendolyn-archibald@uiowa.edu or (319) 335-1706.  Keep 
playing hard, and we’ll see you on the court! 
�
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For the Love of the 
Game….GSDA 

Gwen Archibald and Emily Villhauer 
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