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Books featuring strong females 
 

 
Picture Books 
 
E/ B786h   Bower, Tamara. How the Amazon queen fought the prince of Egypt. 

Atheneum, 2005. 
E/ B851r Bridges, Shirin Yim. RUBY’S WISH. Ill. Sophie Blackall. Chronicle, c2002. 
E/ B942gi Bunting, Eve. GIRLS A TO Z. Ill. Suzanne Bloom. Boyds Mills, 2002. 
E / C689ps   Cole, Babette. Princess Smartypants rules. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2005. 
E/ C797pp Corey, Shana. PLAYERS IN PIGTAILS. Ill. Rebecca Gibbon. Scholastic, 2003. 
E /C846ab   Cotten, Cynthia. Abbie in stitches. Ill. Beth Peck. Farrar Straus Giroux, 2006. 
E /D359w  Del Negro, Janice. Willa and the wind. Ill. Heather Solomon. Marshall 

Cavendish, 2005. 
E/ D814p Duble, Kathleen Brenner. PILOT MOM. Ill. Alan Marks. Charlesbridge, c2003. 
E/ E71g   Ernst, Lisa Campbell. The Gingerbread Girl. Dutton, 2006. 
E/ F182os  Falconer, Ian. OLIVIA SAVES THE CIRCUS. Atheneum, 2001. 
E F982p Funke, Cornelia. THE PRINCESS KNIGHT. Ill. Kerstin Meyer. Trans. Anthea Bell. 

Chicken House, 2004, c2001. 
E/ F982pi  Funke, Cornelia. Pirate girl. Ill. Chantal Wright. Scholastic, 2005. 
E/ G298e Geeslin, Campbell. ELENA’S SERENADE. Ill. Ana Juan. Atheneum, c2004. 
E/ H797g Hopkinson, Deborah. GIRL WONDER: A BASEBALL STORY IN NINE 

INNINGS. Ill. Terry Widener. Atheneum, c2003. 
E/ H848v Howard, Elizabeth Fitzgerald. VIRGIE GOES TO SCHOOL WITH US BOYS. Ill. 

E.B. Lewis. Simon & Schuster, 2000. 
E/ H875c  Hubbard, Crystal. Catching the moon: the story of a young girl’s baseball dream. Ill. 

Randy DuBurke. Lee & Low , 2005. 
E/ J66ju Johnson, Angela. JUST LIKE JOSH GIBSON. Ill. Beth Peck. Simon & Schuster, 

c2004. 
New  Kessler, Cristina. The best beekeeper of Lalibela: a tale from Africa. Ill. Leonard 

Jenkins. Holiday House, 2006. 
E/ K93g Kroll, Virginia L. GIRL, YOU’RE AMAZING! Ill. Mélisande Potter. Albert 

Whitman, c2001. 
E/ M133bt McCully, Emily Arnold. THE BATTLE FOR ST. MICHAELS. HarperCollins, 

2002. 
E/ M141l  McElroy, Lisa Tucker. Love, Lizzie : letters to a military mom. Ill. Diane Paterson. 

Albert Whitman, 2005. 
E/ N791t  Nolen, Jerdine. THUNDER ROSE. Ill. Kadir Nelson. Harcourt, 2003. 
E/ R221d Rappaport, Doreen and Lyndall Callan. DIRT ON THEIR SKIRTS: THE STORY 

OF THE YOUNG WOMEN WHO WON THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP. Ill. 
E.B. Lewis. Dial, 2000. 

E/ R845ha  Roth, Susan L. Hard hat area. Bloomsbury, 2004. 
E/ S197w  San Souci, Robert D. Well at the end of the world. Ill. Rebecca Walsh. 

Chronicle, 2004. 
E/ T858pa  Trotter, Maxine. THE PAINT BOX. Ill. Stella East. Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 

c2003. 
E/ W563a Wheeler, Lisa. AVALANCHE ANNIE. Ill. Kurt Cyrus. Harcourt, 2003. 
E/ W734iw Willis, Jeanne and Tony Ross. I WANT TO BE A COWGIRL. Henry Holt, 2002, 

c2001. 



 
   
 
Fiction 
 
F/ A798b Asai, Carrie. THE BOOK OF THE SWORD. Simon Pulse, c2003. 
F/ B595p   Bildner, Phil. Playing the field. Simon & Schuster , 2006. 
F/ B985s  Butler, Dori Hillestad. SLIDING INTO HOME. Peachtree, c2003. 
F/ C182c Cameron, Ann. COLIBRI. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2003. 
F/ C929ak Crilley, Mark. AKIKO AND THE ALPHA CENTAURI 5000. Delacourte, c2003. 
F/ C971f Cummings, Priscilla. A FACE FIRST. Dutton, 2001. 
F/ C986r Cushman, Karen. RODZINA. Clarion, 2003. 
F/ D965m  Durrant, Lynda. My last skirt: the story of Jennie Hodgers, Union soldier. Clarion 

, 2006. 
F/ F982d  Fuqua, Jonathan Scott. DARBY. Candlewick, 2002. 
F/ G141c Gaiman, Neil. CORALINE. Ill. Dave McKean. HarperCollins, 2002. 
F/ G456pi Giff, Patricia Reilly. PICTURES OF HOLLIS WOODS. Wendy Lamb, 2002. 
F/ G851h Griffin, Adele. HANNAH, DIVIDED. Hyperion, 2002. 
F/ H391v  Hawes, Louise.  The vanishing point : a story of Lavinia Fontana. Houghton 

Mifflin, 2004. 
F/ H699f   Hoffman, Alice. The foretelling. Little, Brown, 2005. 
F/ H721w   Hokenson, Terry. The winter road. Front Street, 2006. 
F/ I34w Impey, Rose. WHO’S A CLEVER GIRL? Ill. André Amstutz. Crabtree, 2002, 

c1985. 
F/ K37r   Kent, Deborah.  Riding the Pony Express. Kingfisher, 2006. 
F/ K42ou   Kessler, Cristina. Our secret, Siri Aang. Philomel , 2004. 
F/ K96b Kurtz, Jane. BICYCLE MADNESS. Ill. Beth Peck. Henry Holt, 2003. 
F/ L296d  Lantz, Francess Lin. The day Joanie Frankenhauser became a boy. Dutton, 2005. 
F/ L481p  Lee, Tanith. Piratica : being a daring tale of a singular girl’s adventure. Dutton, 2004 
F/ L921ga Lowry, Lois. GATHERING BLUE. Houghton Mifflin, c2000. 
F/ M612b Meyer, L. A. BLOODY JACK. Harcourt, 2002. 
New   Moranville, Sharelle Byars. A higher geometry. Henry Holt, 2006. 
F/ M974d   Murdock, Catherine Gilbert. Dairy queen. Houghton Mifflin, 2006. 
F/ N111s  Na, An. A STEP FROM HEAVEN. Front Street, 2001. 
F/ N736an Nixon, Joan Lowery. ANN’S STORY, 1747. Delacorte, c2000. 
F/ P296s Paterson, Katherine. THE SAME STUFF AS STARS. Houghton Mifflin, c2002. 
F/ P322e Pattou, Edith. EAST. Harcourt, 2003. 
F/ P618la Pierce, Tamora. LADY KNIGHT. Random House, 2002. 
new   Pierce, Tamora. Terrier. Random House, 2006. 
F/ P698f  Placide, Jaira. FRESH GIRL. Delacorte, 2002. 
F/ R578gi Rinaldi, Ann. GIRL IN BLUE. Scholastic, 2001. 
F/ R645m  Roberts, Kristi. My 13th season. Henry Holt, 2005. 
F/ R989e Ryan, Pam Muñoz. ESPERANZA RISING. Scholastic, 2000. 
F/ S769ro Springer, Nancy. ROWAN HOOD, OUTLAW GIRL OF SHERWOOD FOREST. 

Philomel, 2001. 
F/ S787b  Stanley, Diane. Bella at midnight: the thimble, the ring, and the slippers of glass. 

HarperCollins, 2006. 
F/ S876sh   Stolz, Joelle. The shadows of Ghadames. Delacorte , 2004. 
F/ T342s  Testa, Maria. SOME KIND OF PRIDE. Delacorte, 2001. 
F/ W566c  Whelan, Gloria. Chu Ju’s house. HarperCollins, 2004. 
F/ W724w Williams, Lori Aurelia.  WHEN KAMBIA ELAINE FLEW IN FROM NEPTUNE. 

Simon & Schuster, c2000. 



F/ W727a Williams, Vera B. AMBER WAS BRAVE, ESSIE WAS SMART. Greenwillow, 
2001. 

 On Order  Wilson, Diane L. Firehorse. Margaret K. McElderry , 2006. 
 
Biography 
 
305.4/ M136s McDonough, Yona Zeldis. SISTERS IN STRENGTH: AMERICAN WOMEN 

WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE. Henry Holt, 2000. 
324.6/ W913w Wooldridge, Connie Nordhielm. WHEN ESTHER MORRIS HEADED WEST: 

WOMEN, WYOMING, AND THE RIGHT TO VOTE. Ill. Jacqueline Rogers. 
Holiday House, 2001.  

363.738/ B216n Bang, Molly. NOBODY PARTICULAR: ONE WOMAN’S FIGHT TO SAVE THE 
BAYS. Henry Holt, 2000. 

370/ J95f  Jurmain, Suzanne. The forbidden schoolhouse: the true and dramatic story of 
Prudence Crandall and her students. Houghton Mifflin, 2005. 

576.8/ J13l Jackson, Ellen. B. LOOKING FOR LIFE IN THE UNIVERSE: THE SEARCH 
FOR EXTRATERRESTRIAL INTELLIGENCE. Photo. Nic Bishop. Houghton 
Mifflin, 2002. 

590/ L991m Lyon, George Ella. MOTHER TO TIGERS. Atheneum, 2003. 
919.8904/ L827f Loewen, Nancy and Ann Bancroft. FOUR TO THE POLE: THE AMERICAN 

WOMEN’S EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA, 1992-93. Linnet, 2001. 
920/ A873w Atkins, Jeannine. WINGS AND ROCKETS: THE STORY OF WOMEN IN AIR 

AND SPACE. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003. 
920/ C716w Colman, Penny. WHERE THE ACTION WAS: WOMEN WAR 

CORRESPONDENTS IN WORLD WAR II. Crown, 2002. 
920/ F983ou Furbee, Mary. OUTRAGEOUS WOMEN OF THE AMERICAN FRONTIER.  

Wiley, 2002. 
920/ H289ra Harness, Cheryl. RABBLE ROUSERS: 20 WOMEN WHO MADE A 

DIFFERENCE. Dutton, c2003. 
920/ K94lw Krull, Kathleen. LIVES OF EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN: RULERS, REBELS 

(AND WHAT THE NEIGHBORS THOUGHT). Ill. Kathryn Hewitt. Harcourt, 
2000. 

920/ M163w McLean, Jacqueline. WOMEN WITH WINGS. Oliver, c2001. 
920/ M165w McLoone, Margo. WOMEN EXPLORERS OF THE WORLD. Capstone, c2000. 
920/ M165wo McLoone, Margo. WOMEN EXPLORERS OF THE AIR. Capstone, c2000. 
920/ P655l Pinkney, Andrea Davis. LET IT SHINE: STORIES OF BLACK WOMEN 

FREEDOM FIGHTERS. Ill. Stephen Alcorn. Harcourt, c2000. 
920/ R713g Roehm, Michelle. GIRLS WHO ROCKED THE WORLD 2: HEROINES FROM 

HARRIET TUBMAN TO MIA HAMM. Ill. Jerry McCann. Beyond Words, 
c2000. 

920/ S951b Sullivan, Otha Richard. BLACK STARS: AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN 
SCIENTISTS AND INVENTORS. Wiley, 2002. 

920/ T443s Thimmesh, Catherine. THE SKY’S THE LIMIT: STORIES OF DISCOVERY BY 
WOMEN AND GIRLS. Ill. Melissa Sweet. Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 

920.72/ F983o Furbee, Mary. OUTRAGEOUS WOMEN OF CIVIL WAR TIMES. John Wiley, 
2003. 

921/ A548v Freedman, Russell. THE VOICE THAT CHALLENGED A NATION: MARIAN 
ANDERSON AND THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL RIGHTS. Clarion, c2004. 

921/ A548w Ryan, Pam Muñoz. WHEN MARIAN SANG: THE TRUE RECITAL OF MARIAN 
ANDERSON. Ill. Brian Selznick. Scholastic, 2002. 

921/ A615c Goodhue, Thomas W. CURIOUS BONES: MARY ANNING AND THE BIRTH 
OF PALEONTOLOGY. Morgan Reynolds, c2002. 

921/ B661d Christensen, Bonnie. THE DARING NELLY BLY. Knopf, 2003. 



921/ B661i Butcher, Nancy. IT CAN’T BE DONE, NELLIE BLY: A REPORTERS RACE 
AROUND THE WORLD. Ill. Jen Singh. Peachtree, c2003. 

921/ B772r Greenberg, Jan and Sandra Jordan. RUNAWAY GIRL: THE ARTIST LOUISE 
BOURGEOIS. Henry N. Abrams, 2003. 

921/ B877o Lowery, Linda. ONE MORE VALLEY, ONE MORE HILL: THE STORY OF 
AUNT CLARA BROWN. Random House, c2002. 

921/ C311f Debon, Nicolas. FOUR PICTURES BY EMILY CARR. Groundwood, 2003. 
921/ C692fh Borden, Louise and Mary Kay Kroeger. FLY HIGH!: THE STORY OF BESSIE 

COLEMAN. Ill. Teresa Flavin. McElderry, 2001. 
921/ C975m Birch, Beverley. MARIE CURIE: COURAGEOUS PIONEER IN THE STUDY OF 

RADIOACTIVITY. Blackbirch, 2000, c1988.  
921 /C975s  McClafferty, Carla Killough. Something out of nothing: Marie Curie and radium. 

Farrar Straus Giroux, 2006 
921/ D249a Rice, Earl Jr. ALEXANDRA DAVID-NEEL: EXPLORER AT THE ROOF OF 

THE WORLD. Chelsea House, 2004. 
921/ D249f Brown, Don. FAR BEYOND THE GARDEN GATE: ALEXANDRA DAVID-

NEEL’S JOURNEY TO LHASA. Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 
921/ D337r Hearth, Amy Hill. REACH HIGH: THE DELANY SISTERS. Ill. Tim Ladwig. 

Abingdon, 2002. 
921/ E22a Adler, David A. AMERICA’S CHAMPION SWIMMER: GERTRUDE EDERLE. 

Ill. Terry Widener. Harcourt Brace, 2000. 
921/ H365h Andronik, Catherine M. HATSHEPSUT, HIS MAJESTY, HERSELF. Ill. Joseph 

Daniel Fiedler. Atheneum, 2001. 
921/ I17l Mora, Pat. A LIBRARY FOR JUANA: THE WORLD OF SOR JUANA INÉS. Ill. 

Beatriz Vidal. Knopf, 2002. 
921/ J49f Jemison, Mae. FINDING WHERE THE WIND GOES: MOMENTS FROM MY 

LIFE. Scholastic, 2001. 
921/ J62jn Tompert, Ann. JOAN OF ARC, HEROINE OF FRANCE. Ill. Michael Garland. 

Boyds Mills, 2003.  
921/ J68s Green, Michelle Y. A STRONG RIGHT ARM: THE STORY OF MAMIE 

“PEANUT” JOHNSON. Dial, c2002. 
921/ K12f Winter, Jonah. FRIDA. Ill. Ana Juan. Arthur A. Levine, 2002. 
921/ K12fr Frith, Margaret. FRIDA KAHLO: THE ARTIST WHO PAINTED HERSELF. Ill. 

Tomie DePaola. Grossett & Dunlap, c2003. 
921/ K29he Adler, David. HELEN KELLER. Ill. John Wallner. Holiday House, c2003. 
921/ K55u Brown, Don. UNCOMMON TRAVELER: MARY KINGSLEY IN AFRICA. 

Houghton Mifflin, 2000. 
921/ K71m Brill, Marlene Targ. MARGARET KNIGHT: GIRL INVENTOR. Ill. Joanne Friar. 

Millbrook, c2001. 
921/ L157w Silverstone, Michael. WINONA LADUKE: RESTORING LAND AND CULTURE 

IN NATIVE AMERICA. The Feminist Press, 2001. 
921/ L991ma  Bolden, Tonya.  Maritcha: a nineteenth-century American girl. Abrams, 2004. 
921/ M111d  Ma, Yan. The diary of Ma Yan: the struggles and hopes of a Chinese schoolgirl. 

HarperCollins, 2005. 
921/ M141i Mace, Nancy with Mary Jane Ross. IN THE COMPANY OF MEN. Simon & 

Schuster, 2001. 
921 /M649s  Govenar, Alan B. Stompin’ at the Savoy: the story of Norma Miller. Walker, 2006. 
921/ P682t Rockwell, Anne F. THEY CALLED HER MOLLY PITCHER. Ill. Cynthia von 

Buhler. Alfred A. Knopf, 2002. 
921/M681g Patrick, Jean. THE GIRL WHO STRUCK OUT BABE RUTH. Ill. Jeni Reeves. 

Carolrhoda, c2000. 
921/ M681m Moss, Marissa. MIGHTY JACKIE: THE STRIKE OUT QUEEN. Ill. C. F. Payne. 

Simon & Schuster, 2004.  



921 /P252b  Edwards, Pamela Duncan. The bus ride that changed history: the story of Rosa 
Parks. Houghton Mifflin, 2005. 

921/ P739ph Sonneborn, Liz. POCAHONTAS, 1595-1617. Blue Earth, c2003. 
921/ Q6b Moss, Marissa. BRAVE HARRIET: THE FIRST WOMAN TO FLY THE 

ENGLISH CHANNEL. Ill. C.F. Payne. Silver Whistle, 2001. 
921/ R917wi Sherrow, Victoria. WILMA RUDOLPH. Ill. Larry Johnson. Carolrhoda, c2000. 
921/ S119sa Erdrich, Liselotte. SACAGAWEA. Ill. Julie Buffalohead. Carolrhoda, c2003. 
921/ S119sg Wallner, Rosemary. SACAJAWEA, 1788-1812. Blue Earth, c2003. 
921/ S425t Cummins, Julie. TOMBOY OF THE AIR: DAREDEVIL PILOT BLANCHE 

STUART SCOTT. Harper Collins, 2001. 
921/ S534v Brown, Don. A VOICE FROM THE WILDERNESS: THE STORY OF ANNA 

HOWARD SHAW. Houghton Mifflin, 2001. 
921/ S892p Adler, David A. A PICTURE BOOK OF HARRIET BEECHER STOWE. Ill. Colin 

Bootman. Holiday House, 2003. 
921/ T325f Fradin, Dennis Brindell and Judith Bloom Fradin. FIGHT ON!: MARY CHURCH 

TERRELL’S BATTLE FOR INTEGRATION. Clarion, 2003. 
921/ T874o Rockwell, Anne F. ONLY PASSING THROUGH: THE STORY OF SOJOURNER 

TRUTH. Ill. Gregory Christie. Alfred A. Knopf, 2000. 
921/ T874st Roop, Connie and Peter Roop. SOJOURNER TRUTH. Scholastic, 2002. 
921/ T885hr Sullivan, George. HARRIET TUBMAN. Scholastic Reference, 2002, c2001. 
921 /T885m  Weatherford, Carole Boston. Moses: when Harriet Tubman led her people to 

freedom. Hyperion, c2006. 
921 /V415g  Ebersole, Rene. Gorilla mountain: the story of wildlife biologist, Amy Vedder. 

Henry Press, c2005. 
921/ W184v Lasky, Kathryn. VISION OF BEAUTY: THE STORY OF SARAH BREEDLOVE 

WALKER. Ill. Nneka Bennett. Candlewick, 2000. 
921/ W454i Fradin, Dennis Brindell and Judith Bloom Fradin. IDA B. WELLS: MOTHER OF 

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. Clarion, c2000. 
921/ W557v Lasky, Kathryn. A VOICE OF HER OWN: THE STORY OF PHILLIS 

WHEATLY, SLAVE POET. Ill. Paul Lee. Candlewick, 2003. 
921 /W891w  Krull, Kathleen. A woman for president: the story of Victoria Woodhull. Walker & 

Co., 2004. 
940.3/ Z46t Zeinert, Karen. THOSE EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN OF WORLD WAR I. 

Millbrook, c2001. 
921/ T885a  Turner, Glennette Tilley. An apple for Harriet Tubman. Whitman, 2006. 
On order  Allen, Thomas B. Harriet Tubman, secret agent : how daring slaves and free Blacks 

spied for the Union during the civil war. National Geographic Society, 2006. 
  
 
Information, Poetry, and Short Stories 
 
305.23/C716g Colman, Penny. GIRLS!: A HISTORY OF GROWING UP FEMALE IN 

AMERICA. Scholastic, 2000. 
320 /T443m  Thimmesh, Catherine. Madam president: the extraordinary, true (and evolving) story 

of women in politics. Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 
324.6 /B351w  Bausum, Ann. With courage and cloth: winning the fight for a woman’s right to 

vote. National Geographic, 2004. 
355/ N274c Nathan, Amy. COUNT ON US: AMERICAN WOMEN IN THE MILITARY. 

National Geographic, c2004. 
391/ S584f  Sills, Leslie. From rags to riches: a history of girls’ clothing in America. Holiday 

House, c2005. 
609.2/ T443g Thimmesh, Catherine. GIRLS THINK OF EVERYTHING. Ill. Melissa Sweet. 

Houghton Mifflin, 2000. 



796/ B658l  Blumenthal, Karen. Let me play: the story of Title IX : the law that changed the 
future of girls in America. Atheneum, 2005.  

810.8/ A825o  Asher, Sandy, ed. On her way: stories and poems about growing up girl.  
Dutton, c2004. 

811 /L674v  Lewis, J. Patrick. Vherses: a celebration of outstanding women. Creative 
Editions, 2005 

811/ N994a  Nye, Naomi Shihab.A maze me: poems for girls. Greenwillow, c2005. 
811/ R514k   Richards, Beah E. Keep climbing, girls. Simon & Schuster, 2006.  
920/ R221la  Rappoport, Ken. Ladies first: women athletes who made a difference. 

Peachtree, c2005. 
940.53/ K92m   Krinitz, Esther Nisenthal. Memories of survival. Hyperion, 2005. 
940.53/ M122l McCann, Michelle Roehm. LUBA: THE ANGEL OF BERGEN-BELSEN. Ill. Ann 

Marshal. Tricycle, c2003. 
978 /S699w  Sonneborn, Liz. Women of the American West. Franklin Watts, 2005.  
new  Hollyer, Belinda, sel. She’s all that!: poems about girls. Kingfisher, 2006.  
 
 
Curriculum Guides & Reference Sources 
 
C.G /N56 /U58p Promoting self-esteem in young women: a manual for teachers. The University of 

the State of New York. 
C.L.R/ H46be Lehr, Susan, ed. BEAUTY, BRAINS AND BRAWN: THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

GENDER IN CHILDREN’S LITERATURE. Heinemann, 2001. 
Z1037.O25 1997 Odean, Kathleen. GREAT BOOKS FOR GIRLS: MORE THAN 600 BOOKS TO 

INSPIRE TODAY’S GIRLS AND TOMORROW’S WOMEN. Ballantine, 
1997. 

 
Curriculum Resource Laboratory – http://www.uiowa.edu/~crl 

 


