
                     REALISTIC FICTION 
                 YOUNGER READERS 
 
Barrows, Annie. IVY AND BEAN. 
Chronicle, 2006.   (F/B278i) 

 

Protagonists: 7 y.o. girls. Friendship; 
neighbors; mischief.  Book 1 of series. 
 

Best, Cari. SALLY JEAN, THE 
BICYCLE QUEEN.  Ill. Christine 
Davenier. Farrar, 2006.    (New) 
Protagonist: 8.y.o.girl. Self-reliance; 
moneymaking projects; bicycles.  
     

Bunting, Eve. ONE GREEN 
APPLE. Clarion, 2006. (E/B942og)       
Protagonist: Elementary school girl. 
Muslims; immigrants; school field 
trips. 
 

Codell, Esmé Raji. VIVE LA 
PARIS. Hyperion, 2006. (New)  
Protagonist: 5th gr. girl. Holocaust 
survivor; bullies; African American 
families; Urban Chicago. 
 

Cohen, Miriam. FIRST GRADE 
TAKES A TEST.  Ill. Ronald 
Himler. Star Bright, 2006.  (New)  
Testing; schools; ability  
 

Coste, Marion. FINDING JOY.   
Ill. Yong Chen. Boyds Mills, 2006. 
(New)  Inter-country adoption; 
China; abandoned children; 
orphanages 
 

Gantos, Jack. JOEY PIGZA 
SWALLOWED THE KEY. 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998. 
(F/G211jo) First of trilogy; POV of 
10 y. o. ADHD child. Self-control; 
dysfunctional families; Bk. 2: JOEY 

PIGZA LOSES CONTROL. c2000. 
(F/G211jp)  Newbery Honor;  
Bk.3:  WHAT WOULD JOEY DO? c2002. 
(F/G211w) 
     

Grindley, Sally.  DEAR MAX. 
McElderry, 2006.  (F/L933d)  
Protagonist: 10. y. o. boy. Letter 
writing; authors; intergenerational 
friendship. 
     

Kelly, Katy. LUCY ROSE, 
HERE’S THE THING ABOUT 
ME.  Delacorte Press, 2004.  
(F /K29lu)  Protagonist: 8 y. o. girl. 
Family life; divorce; moving 
household. Book 1 of series. 
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Kerrin, Jessica Scott.  MARTIN 
BRIDGE READY FOR TAKE-
OFF!  Kids Can, 2005. (F/K41m) 
Protagonist: Gr. 3 boy.  Schools; 
friendship; pets. Book 1 of series. 
               

Lin, Grace. THE YEAR OF THE 
DOG: A NOVEL. Little,Brown,  
2006. (F /L735y)  Protagonist: 9-10 
y. o. girl. Ethnic identity; Taiwanese 
Americans; family life. 
 

Lombard, Jenny. DRITA, MY 
HOMEGIRL.  Putnam’s, 2006.  
(F /L841d) Protagonist: 10 y. o. 
girls. Alternating POV; African 
Americans; friendship; death of 
parent; Muslim refugee/Kosovo; 
depression.  
 

Pennypacker, Sara. 
CLEMENTINE. Hyperion 2006. 
(F /P416c) Protagonist:  8 y. o. girl. 
Family life; friendship; schools; hum-
orous stories; learning self-control. 
 

Recorvits, Helen. MY NAME IS 
YOON.  Ill. Gabi Swiatkowska. 
Frances Foster, 2003.  (E/R311m) 
 Protagonist:  Kindergarten 
(Approx.  age) Korean girl. 
Immigrants; names; culture/ 
traditions; first day of school. Also:   
YOON AND THE CHRISTMAS MITTEN. 
C2006 (E /R311y) 
     

Rodman, Mary Ann. FIRST 
GRADE STINKS.  Ill. Beth 
Spiegel Peachtree, 2006.  (New) 
 Protagonist: Gr. 1 girl. First day of 
school; books & reading.  
 

Seuling, Barbara. OH NO, IT’S 
ROBERT.  Front Street/Cricket 
Books, 1999. (F/S496o) 
Protagonist: Gr. 3 boy: School; 
friends; family life. Book 1 of series. 
 

Stauffacher, Sue. DONUTHEAD. 
KNOPF, 2003. (F /S798d) 
Protagonist: 5th gr. boy. Single-
parent families, courage; self-
actualization; humorous stories. 
Sequel: DONUTHEART. c2006  
(F /S798do) 
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